What is Eurasian Milfoil?

When can I remove EWM?

Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) is an invasive
aquatic plant that was introduced into North
America in the late 1800’s. Since then it has
spread across the US and Canada.

After July 16th, and before September 30th so
as not to disturb sh spawning.

EWM was rst identi ed in the Sharbot Lake
Plan Report of July 2013.

How do I remove EWM?

How does it Spread?

Use a mask and snorkel and a collection bag.
Work from deeper to shallow water.

EWM spreads through fragmentation. The cut
portions of the plants tendrils can drift away
and grow in another new location. It can survive
out of water for several days.

Can I rake to remove it?
NO! Raking will brake up the plant stem and
those fragments will migrate and allow EWM to
spread.

On clear, calm sunny days when there is the
greatest visibility and when fragments will not
be blown away.

Gently grab a stem and wrap it around your
hand, when you get to the root, gently work it
free from the base, it will be about the size of a
golf ball.
Place the plant material in your net, dispose of
the plant on land away from the water.

What else do I need to know?
Try not to disturb the bottom sediment in order
to keep the water clear.

Raking also removes the native aquatic plants
and these species are essential components of
a healthy ecosystem.

Large clumps of milfoil are usually EWM, the
native Northern milfoil does not grow in clumps.
Check the area for loose oating plants and
remove.

Do I need a permit to remove

How do I dispose of the plant?

EWM?
No. You do not need a permit if the removal is
within your waterfront area. See Public Land
Act (PLA) 2013. Do not remove native plants,
see MNRF guidelines & Invadingspecies.com
for more information.
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NO removal of plants during spawning season

By dumping on your property, far away from the
water so it does not blow back into the lake.
Makes great compost!
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